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_USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS.L) .
Ships! History: 1980 -

on January 1, 1980, USS WHITE PLAINS ‘(AFS-k) was participating 'in_the. -
" first of two Indian Ocean deplovments?during the year. After rece1v1ng
her saillng orders on. Thanksvlv1ng Day 1979, White Plains departed
N Yokosuka, Japan for the Indian Ocean 1n response to the Iranlan selzuré
_of the United States Embassv in Tehran and the abductlon of the 52 Amerl-_,
can hostages. |
During both Tndian Ocean denloyments, White Plalns renlenlshed the
-;ag1ous ships- of Task Force 70 and orovided loglstlcs support_to the dif-
- ferent battle gfoups. | ” |
In the first 1980 Indian Ocean deployment, White Plains arrived at the
_Indian:OCeaﬁ-Arabian Sea area ih.earlﬁ December 1979 apd-remained on sta-
tion there untll Feburary 1980. Dufing this time, White Plains redeived - ‘
"her magor re=-supply through Dlego Garc1a White Plalns was the only Fast

Combat Store Ship on station. during that per1od and she conducted 23

GOVREPS ‘and 36. VERTREPS,
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On Feburary 23, 1980 White Plalns arrived at Subic Bay Naval Base, -

Republie of ‘the 1f'h:'Ll:.!mines for upkeep and re-supply. Durlng thls

malntenance and loading out nerlod, Whlte Plains hosted a vlslt by Vice

Admiral C A H. Trost, Commander United States Seventh Fleet Whlte

Plains denarted Subic Bay on Feburary?29 for her second Indian Ocean ,

_deployment of 1980 _ On March 3, enroute, White Plains stopped at’ Slnga- .

: pore to Toad fresh produce, denarting Slngapore on March 5 to resume
her transmt t6 the Indlan Ocean. = .

White Plains arrlved at MODLOGC in the Arablan Sea by the middle of
garch.' During this second 1980 Indlan Ocean deployment White P1a1ns e
:.qperated from Diego Garcia and also obtaxned stores from estebllshed
'airheads and ports in Oman. White Plalns remalned on statlon 1n the '

Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea until Anrll 26 when she was relieved by

:the Uss MARS (AFS-3). During the secend Indian Oceen depleyment;’White o

Plains conducted 37 CONREPS and 47 VERTREPS. The total support effort .

‘ by'Whlte Plains for the two Indlan Ocean deployments resulted 1n a. Total

of 1L3 major renlenlshments conducted, 1nvolv1ng close to 20 dlfferent
.ships and transoortlng more than 18, 000 tons of aireraft engines, food
'stores and fleet frelght Among the SthS re-supplled by White. p1ains
durlng that time were ships of Task Group 70 1, USS MIDWAY USS PARSONS

USS FANNING -USS-BAINBHIDGE Uss KNOX, USNS PASSUMPSIC; ships of Task
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Croun 70 2, USS NT™MIT?Z, 1SS PALIFORNTA Uss TEXAS 1SS FOSTER, -SNS
M1Sp111ion° SthS of Task Groun 70 3, USS CORAL SEA, USS SCHOFIELD, USS
JOHN PAUL JONES, and USNS NAVASOTA

After a brief stop in Subic Bay enroute to Yokosuka, White Plains re-
turned to Yokosuka on May 12 to commence her regular overhaunl of 1980
the ships' first major overhaul since:1975, On May 27, White Plains was
dry-docked

During the 1980 overhaul veriod, White Plains underwent extensive
repairs and alterations., These 1nc]uded the 1nsta11at10n-of a new Fuel
Stream Delivery ng, g1v1ng White pla.:ms a refuelllng canablllty of 2000 -
gallons ner mlnute, six new winch booths: at the ships! wlnch control sta-
tions, upgrading of the alr-condltlonlng systems throughout the shipsand
modernization of the ships' Enlisted Dining Facility.

The 1980 overhaul neriod was also a time of visits to White Plains from
top-ranking military and civilian personnel. In June, White Plains was
visited by Mr. John Doyle, Assistant Secretary of the Wavy for Manpower
and Logistics; followed by a visit on July 3 by Vlce Admlral Baggett, Com-
mander Naval Surface Groun Western Paclflc. Then, in Senteﬁber, Whlte
Plalns was visited bv Rear Admiral James Lyons, Commander Task Force 73

On August 12 w1th the overhaul 50% comnlete, Whlte Plains emerged from

drydock and moved plerside to Berth 12 at Yokosuka Naval Base 'She
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‘was- to remainfthe:e.until sea~trials in_November, but a threatening-typhqen
37fofced the_ehip to switch berths in Oetober_to her regular berth in'Dry-'_e

dock 6.

White Plains successfully comnleted MIT I and IT tralnlng in September
for ﬁerEEngiﬁeeriﬁg Plant Light-Off Examlnatlon in October. :TherLOE-went
according to schedule and on October 13, White Plains suceessfully complete
ed Light-Off, ' | : |

_'Sea trials_began'for,White Plains en'Noeemberr6_andr7.‘:sea-£fi;1e for

Whiﬁe”Plains:were conducted eff the'ceast.ef Henshu. Civilian ﬂerkere.~

7 and technicians from the Shin Repair Faeility {SRF), Yokosuke, Were e
“barked for that probative period. ;Du#ing sea trials,"mﬁcﬁinery in the

ehips' Eﬁgineefing-Plant was tested as were the ships’ Electrohic‘Sy- '

stems. By the middle of November, all crewmembers were once agaln liv1ng

| onboard and on November 30, 1980, regular overhaul was completed after a

short Ready—for—Sea (RFS) per1od.,

In early December, Whlte Plalns conducted initial at sea tralnlng,
folloW1ng completlon of overhaul, and had the_omportunity to visit |
Sasebo, Japan., On December 12, White??lains arrived in Sasebo for a

five day visit before reeurning to Yo?osuke on December 20, where. she

H-spent the holidays with families and friends as a member of the Overseas

_Family Residency Program.
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Nineteen-eighty saw many.awards beétcwed upon White Plains. In March,
Wﬁite Plains réceived the Humanitariaﬁ Sérvice Medai for her participa-,
:tion in the 1979 refugee-rescue ooeratlons in the South China Sea. .In
Sentember, White Plains won her second consecutlve ‘Battle "E" h11e five
of her denartments won departmental awards.' These departments were,
“Damage Gontrol, Oneratlons, Deck Sunply ‘and the White Dlalns Retentlon )
Team., White Plalns also recelved the Navy Expedltlonary Medal and the :

" Sea Serv1ce Rlbbon durlng the year.
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